
 

                          

 

A GLANCE AT GLASS 
October 2019 

 
The Glass Alliance of Northern California is a non-
profit organization whose mission is to further the 

development and appreciation of art made from glass. 

www.GLANCinfo.org  

 

Message from the President 
 
It is that time of year again, as we approach our 
annual drive for our Maestro Program and 
Scholarship Fund!  The Maestro Program was 
started by GLANC a few years ago, at a time when a 
lot of galleries and studios were closing, and the 
future of glass seemed to be in a fragile state.  It 
was a way to provide educational programming to 
our group, sponsor visiting artists from the US and 
abroad, maintain the visibility of the glass arts in 
our community, and provide access to purchase 
works from these featured artists. 
 
Our next Maestro Event is on November 9, and will 
feature the incredible Peter Bremers from the 
Netherlands!  He will be giving an artist talk to our 
group, and will also have several small works for 
sale – unusual for him, as he tends to work in such 
a large scale.  Travelling has always been a large 
source of inspiration for him, both in terms of the 
landscape and the people.  It will be an exciting 
event to learn more about his life and art – look for 
more details in our email flyer! 
 
While GLANC’s Maestro Program features many 
master artists like Peter, it also features emerging 
artists that are working with glass in an unusual 
way, and show great potential.  We want to 
provide a springboard to give these artists more 
exposure and provide social and educational 
events for our group that are interesting to both 
collectors and artists.  Past participants have 
included Claire Kelly and Rui Sasaski, who have 
since gone on to achieve more exposure and 
success.  The Maestro Events featuring emerging 
artists like these, are a wonderful way to support 
the growth of new artists in the broader glass 
community, while providing new and established 

collectors a chance to purchase unique works at 
accessible prices.   
 
The Maestro Program is also a chance for artists to 
connect with other artists, and share information 
and inspiration.  Not everyone has the means to 
travel to conferences or take classes at institutions 
such as Pilchuck.  Having access to world class 
artists, and being able to exchange thoughts and 
information is invaluable.   
 
The sooner artists begin this process, the more 
they can learn, and Palo Alto High School’s glass 
program is another way GLANC supports 
educational development through our scholarship 
fund.  Every year there are several graduating 
students that are awarded the GLANC Scholarship, 
and it is always exciting to see budding new talent 
at such a young age!  This type of support and 
reinforcement of talent is so critical in determining 
their path.  GLANC is heartened to be able to 
provide these scholarships, with the help of 
donations from our valued GLANC members – you 
make it possible!  Thank you!! 
 
Best, 
Demetra Theofanous 
President, Glass Alliance of Northern California 

 
Welcome New GLANC Members! 
Nicole Lederer, Larry Orr, Sarit and Roni Khen, 
Cristy Alyosi, Scott Graham, Barbara Barnett, Sally 
Shaver, Nancy Kawakita, Dana Tom, Gabrielle 
Miller 
 

** SAVE THE DATE ** 
Nov. 9: GLANC Maestro Event with Peter Bremers 

at Montague Gallery! 
 

http://www.glancinfo.org/
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East Bay Artist Studios Tour 
[Demetra Theofanous] 
 
The GLANC group visited the East Bay, to see three 
of our GLANC member artist studios:  Lynne-Rachel 
Altman, Barbara Barnette, and Josh Hershman.  
Lynne-Rachel is a Bay Area native, and works in a 
variety of ways:  pate de verre glass sculpture, 
mixed media sculpture, as well as large scale public 
art.  

 
Lynne-Rachel Altman - Reaching for Connection 

 

 
Lynne-Rachel Altman artist talk 

In a neighboring studio is Barbara Barnette, who 
started out working in oil and water color.  
 
She eventually found her way to glass, and also 
works in pate de verre, to create a wide range of 
sculpture – from masks to nature inspired works.  
 
 

 
Barbara Barnette Artist Talk 

 

 
Barbara Barnette Black bird bowl 
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Lastly, we travelled to the studio of Josh Hershman.  
  

 
Josh Hershman artist talk 

 

Josh was born with no peripheral vision, which 
ultimately led him to have a fascination of the 
visual system, as well as an interest in the science 
of light and optics.  

 

 
He creates cast cameras in glass, focusing on the 
significance that film and photography have played 
in defining our culture.  

It was a great visit with all 3 artists, that use the 
cast glass technique in very different and unique 
ways.  Thank you Lynne-Rachel, Barbara, and Josh, 
for opening your studios to our group! 

 
 
Santa Cruz Studio Tour 
[Demetra Theofanous] 
 
In August, the GLANC group had a sun-filled day 
visiting studios in the Santa Cruz area.  Our first 
stop was Paul DeSomma and Marsha Blaker-
DeSomma’s studio.   
 

 
Paul DeSomma and Marsha Blaker DeSomma artist talk 

 

They work collaboratively to create large and small-
scale sculptures, inspired by the sea.  They also 
create individual sculptural bodies of work.  The 
colors and sea life prevalent in their works, is a 
clear influence of their natural environment by the 
coast. 
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Eileen McDavid with Paul and Marsha's work 
 

   
Board Member Mike Kasperzak 
 with Marsha Blaker DeSomma 

 

After their talk, our group toured and purchased 

works from their gallery, before heading to the 

artist studio of Peter Vizzusi, of Magic Sands 
Glass.  
 

  
Peter Vizzusi of Magic Sands Studio 

 
Peter has a wonderful studio and gallery at his 
home, and when we arrived, he did a 
demonstration for us.  He specializes in fumed 
glass, which uses metals to create iridescent 
surfaces on his vases and tumblers.  

 

  
John Bell and Patrick Flemming with Peter Vizzusi's work 
 
It was a great chance to see him in action, and 
learn more about how he creates his work! 
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Our next stop was Sierra Azul Nursery, where we 
saw installations by GLANC artist members Lea 
DeWit, Cristy Alyosi, and Scott Graham.   

 

 
GLANC Artist Members Lea DeWit,  

Scott Graham, Christy Alyosi. 
 

The Nursery holds an annual sculpture garden 
exhibit, and it was the perfect stop for a picnic with 
our group and an afternoon full of beautiful art!  

 
Sharon Francis in front of a  

Mosaic at the Sculpture Garden 

 
Detail View of the Mosaic 

 
The transparency of the pieces was lit up by the 
sun, and really brought the gardens to life.  It was 
such a picturesque setting, and we learned a great 
deal about the challenges and techniques used by 
these artists, in creating their beautiful works!  

 

 
Dean Bensen playing April Zilbers glass instrument 
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Demetra Theofanous and Sharon Francis  

with Lea DeWit's work 
 

 
Christi Alyosi and Scott Graham’s work 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lino Tagliapietra at Montague Gallery 
[Demetra Theofanous] 
 
August ended with a blockbuster exhibit of 
Maestro Lino Tagliapietra’s work at Montague 
Gallery. 
 

 
Detail View of Lino Tagliapietra piece 

 

It was a packed house for an incredible show, and a 
pleasure to see so many people in the community 
come out to meet Lino and see his astounding 
work. 
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Board Member Arlene Garfinkle next to Lino piece 

 
The pieces showed a wide range of techniques, 
utilizing the cane and murrine his work is known 
for.  A piece titled “Dinosaur” that stretched 
toward the ceiling, greeted guests as one entered 
the exhibit.  
  

 
Dani Montague with Lino Tagliapietra 

 

 

 

As one made their way through the gallery, there 
was a diverse array of color, texture, optics, and 
form.   

 
GLANC members Jim Della and  

Dean Bensen next to Lino’s work 

 

 
GLANC President Demetra Theofanous with Lino 

Tagliapietra and his work 
 

The special Aventurine Room showcased pieces 
created with gold aventurine, a particularly difficult 
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color to work with.  The dark walls combined with 
the lighting really framed the work beautifully.  
Although the exhibit is coming down this month, 
you can still stop by to see Lino’s works at the 
gallery, located at 445A Sutter St., in downtown 
San Francisco. 

 
 
Learning Stone Wheel Engraving with Fritz 
Dreisbach  
[Reiko F. Nojima] 

 
I am honored to have had the chance to learn 
stone wheel engraving with Fritz Dreisbach at in his 
studio on Whidbey Island.  

 

 
Fritz Dreisbach receives the 2015 Brychtová/Libenský 
Award from Pilchuck Glass School. The award 
acknowledges extraordinary talent and high 
achievement in the world of contemporary glass.  
Known as the Johnny Appleseed of Glass, Fritz 
continues his Roadwork: traveling, teaching, 
blowing and engraving - he spreads the gospel of 

Studio Glass worldwide. His favorite current 
technique is the layered cameo glass engraving.  
  

 
Hand Blown and Wheel Carved Cameo Glass 

 

Fritz opened my eyes to figure how I should 
employ layered glass engraving as I've been trying 
to find the way to "paint" pictures in three-
dimensional space using layered enamels and glass 
powders fired on glass. 
 

 
Making Stone Wheels. Cutting various stone blanks, 
drill the center hole, lead the hole to set them on 
spindles 

 
I learned about the types and features of the stone 
wheels; their physical properties, the purpose of 
each type of grinding and polishing wheel, and how 
to prepare the wheels. I cut out smaller stones 
from bigger wheels using core drills. Diameter and 
thickness are considered while preparing the 
designated profile. Three basic profiles are “olive” 
(oval shaped cut), “ball” (circular mark) or “mitre” 
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(sharp, linear mark).  
 

 
Wheel carving with Spatzier lathe using stone wheels 
 

After going through the process as shown in the 
image of making stones, you need to shape and 
dress it to make the wheel true to the axis and give 
it the right profile.  
 
It takes quite a bit of time to learn to do it right and 
you have to dress it over and over when working, 
as stones wear out and change the profile as it 
carves the glass. You need patience, but the effort 
will be beautifully rewarded! 
 
Learn more about his glass art  
http://www.fritzdreisbach.com/ 
 

 

GLANC Artist Member News 

 
Dean Bensen is in “PIVOT” - a group 
exhibition at the Imagine Museum; 
Exhibition runs July 11 – Dec, 22, 2019;  St. 
Petersburg, FL 

 

Dean Bensen is in “A New Leaf” - a group 
exhibition at Momentum Gallery; Exhibition 
runs Sept. 12 – Nov.9, 2019; Asheville, NC 
      
Dean Bensen is in Habatat PRIME - an 
exhibition with Habatat Gallery as part of 

SOFA Expo; Oct 31-Nov.4, 2019; at the 
Roosevelt Collection, 1023 S. Delano Court 
East, Space F123, Chicago, IL. 
 
Dean Bensen is in the SITKA Art 
Invitational – curated by the SITKA Center 
for Art and Ecology; Portland, OR; Nov 2 & 
3, 2019. 
 
Kathleen Elliot is in “Transmutation” – a 
group exhibition at Anno Domini; Sept. 6, 
2019 – Oct. 19, 2019; San Jose, CA 
 
Kathleen Elliot is in “Parallel Fields” – a 3-
person exhibition at Texas A&M University 
Art Galleries; Aug. 15, 2019 – Oct. 20, 2019; 
College Station, TX 
 

Kathleen Elliot is in “Imaginary Botanicals” 
– a solo exhibition at the Chicago Academy 
of Sciences, Peggy Notebaert Nature 
Museum; Sept. 25, 2019 – Jan. 5, 2020; 
Chicago, IL 
 

Linda Gass is in “And Then This Happened: 
- a solo exhibition at the Museum of Craft + 
Design; Dec. 19, 2019 – May 3, 2020; San 
Francisco, CA 

 

Tali Grinshpan is in “Longing for the 
(Home)Land” -  a solo exhibition at the 
Bullseye Resource Center in Emeryville, CA; 
July 30-Nov. 16, 2019.  
      

Demetra Theofanous is in “PIVOT” - a 
group exhibition at the Imagine Museum; 
Exhibition runs July 11 – Dec, 22, 2019;  St. 
Petersburg, FL 
 

Demetra Theofanous is in “A New Leaf” - a 
group exhibition at Momentum Gallery; 

http://www.fritzdreisbach.com/
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Exhibition runs Sept. 12 – Nov.9, 2019; 
Asheville, NC 
 

Demetra Theofanous is in Habatat PRIME – 
an exhibition with Habatat Gallery as part of 
SOFA Expo; Oct 31-Nov.4, 2019; at the 
Roosevelt Collection, 1023 S. Delano Court 
East, Space F123, Chicago, IL. 
 
Demetra Theofanous is in the SITKA Art 
Invitational – curated by the SITKA Center 
for Art and Ecology; Portland, OR; Nov 2 & 
3, 2019. 
 

 
OTHER HAPPENINGS  
 
REFRACT the Seattle Glass Experience – a 
new glass festival in Seattle, WA; Oct. 17-
20, 2019. 
 

41st Pilchuck Auction and Gala; Oct. 19, 
2019 
 
Richard Marquis, “Keepers”; Exhibition at 
the Museum of Glass in Tacoma, WA.  Sept. 
28, 2019 – Nov. 2020. 
 

Emanation 2019; The third exhibition of 
new works by non-glass artists invited to 
utilize the resources and facilities at 
Wheaton Arts for experiment based 
exploration;  Museum of American Glass; 
Wheaton Arts; Millville, NJ; Through Jan 3, 
2020 
 

May 12- January 5, 2020:  “New Glass Now, 
a global survey of works by 100 artists of 32 
nationalities made in the last 3 years;  
Corning Museum of Glass 

 
Metaphor Into Form:  Art in the Era of the 
Pilchuck Glass School; Tacoma Art Museum, 
Tacoma, WA; Through summer 2020 

 
 

 
OTHER RESOURCES 
 
Please visit these websites to stay up to 
date on glass events and exhibits both in 
the Bay Area, and around the country!  
  
•  Art Alliance for Contemporary Glass:       
         www.contempglass.org 
•  Bay Area Glass Institute: www.bagi.org 
•  Bullseye Gallery:  
         www.bullseyegallery.com 
•  The Crucible: www.thecrucible.org  
•  Glass Art Society: www.glassinfo.org  
•  Habatat Galleries: www.habatat.com 
•  Montague Gallery:      
        www.montaguegallerysf.com 
•  Pilchuck Glass School: www.pilchuck.com 
•  Public Glass: www.publicglass.org 
 
** A reminder to all GLANC Member 
Artists.  Submit your artist news by the 
end of Dec., March, June, and Sept. to 
have it included in the quarterly 
newsletter!  All submissions should be 
directed to glncweebler@gmail.com   
 
 
 

GLANC Newsletter Staff:  
Editor: Demetra Theofanous  Formatting: Mark  
Murai 
 
Contributors to this Issue:  
Demetra Theofanous, Reiko F. Nojima 
 

http://www.habatat.com/
http://www.publicglass.org/
mailto:glncweebler@gmail.com

