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The Glass Alliance of Northern California is a non-
profit organization whose mission is to further the 

development and appreciation of art made from glass. 

www.GLANCinfo.org  

 

Message from the President 
 
After a spectacular trip to Toronto, GLANC heads into 
the fall with some exciting programming ahead!  Our 
Maestro Series is in full swing, and we have two more 
artists coming to the Bay Area, to share their art with 
you.  Emily Nachison from Oregon, is giving her artist 
talk on Oct. 28, and Rui Sasaki is coming all the way 
from Japan to give a talk to our group on November 12!  
For those that have not attended, the artist talks are 
not technical lectures geared toward other artists…they 
are a conversation with the artist to learn about their 
history, their journey, their inspirations, and their work.   
Many times they also bring examples of their work for 
sale.  We provide each of our Maestro artists with a 
stipend as well as lodging during their stay.  Your 
contributions to our annual fundraising drive, are what 
make educational programming like this possible!   The 
Maestro series provides exposure and support for 
artists from around the world, while broadening our 
understanding of the ever-changing field of glass.  
Thank you for your support, in making this program 
possible!! 
 
While education is central to our organization, so are 
our members…and I am deeply saddened to announce 
that Jack Garfinkle passed away on September 17.  He 
was a valued member, patron, and supporter of the 
arts, as well as the husband of one of our valued Board 
Members, Arlene Garfinkle.  Jack will be warmly 
remembered for his easy-going smile, kind heart, and 
generous spirit.  He made significant contributions to 
not only GLANC but the greater community, and his 
love for glass was an important part of his life.  With 
Arlene’s support, we have set up the Jack Garfinkle 
Fund, for those that want to make a contribution to 
GLANC in Jack’s memory.  All funds will go toward the 
2018 Maestro Program – please visit www.glancinfo.org 
for further details. 
 
Best, 
Demetra Theofanous 
President, Glass Alliance of Northern California 

 
 
 
 
Welcome New GLANC Members! 
 
Welcome new members:   Carla Betts, Larry Brenner, 
Charles and Donna Figone, Kathy Sereda Glaub, Eleanor 
Lindstedt, Pat Maus, Lesley Underwood 
 
We are also very happy to welcome Marilyn Meiers to 
the Board as our new Secretary! 
 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

UPCOMING GLANC MAESTRO EVENTS!   

 

October 28:     Emily Nachison from Oregon 

November 12:  Rui Sasaki  from Japan 

 

Details regarding time and location will be in our 

email flyer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GLANC Newsletter Staff:  
Editor: Camille Hamilton, Formatting: Mark  
Murai 
 
Contributors to this Issue:  
Camille Hamilton, Demetra Theofanous, Carol 
Mapes, Dani Montague, Howard Geifman 

http://www.glancinfo.org/
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In Memoriam 
 
[Howard Geifman] 
 
 
January 28, 1933 - September 17, 2017 
 

 
 
Jack M. Garfinkle passed away on Sunday, September 
17 at the age of 84, after a long struggle with MDS.  His 
final days and hours were spent surrounded in love, 
enjoying conversation, and fond memories with his wife 
Arlene, whom he was married to and adored for 58 
years, his daughters Jill, Jodi (Chris), son Joel (Jueli), and 
granddaughter Ashley.  
 
Susan & I first meet Jack when he became our stock 
broker when he was working at Bear, Stearns, Co. in San 
Francisco in 1972.   We followed him when he moved 
over to Sutro & Co.   We lost track of him when he 
retired and were very surprised when we saw him and 
Arlene, again, at one of the glass shows we attended.   
We attended many glass shows with Jack and am going 
to miss him very much.    We were amazed at his 
wonderful glass collection and always asked his opinion 
on various pieces we were interested in.  
 
Jack was born and raised in Oakland with parents 
Samuel and Ruth Garfinkle, older brother Gene and 
sister Ellen, Jack was a true Bay Area native. He was 
president of Oakland High in 1950; graduated from UC 
Berkeley with a degree in Business Education. He 
commuted for 30 years to San Francisco as a stock 
broker. He was stationed in Japan while serving in the 
US Army. 
 

Jack's life-long hobbies included horses, traveling, 
theater, and playing racquetball several times a week. 
During his retirement, Jack and Arlene became avid  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
glass collectors, often identifying amateur artists long 
before they became noteworthy. Jack's warm  
disposition and beautiful spirit were a gift to all who 
knew him. He had an easy smile, an endearing chuckle,  
and enjoyed himself most with family nearby. He was a 
genuine great guy who was liked by all who knew him. 
 
In addition to his wife and 3 children, Jack is survived by 
brother Gene Garfinkle, sister-in-law Ardith Marguleas; 
grandchildren Ashley, Courtney, Hallie, Lanie, Emmi, 
Ariella, Haydn; great grandchildren: Sincere and Thalia. 
His sister Ellen Goldstein is deceased. 
 
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to : 
1.  The MDS Foundation 4573 South Broad St., Suite 150 
Yardville, NJ 08620, (www.mds-foundation.org) 
  OR 
2.  The Jack Garfinkle Fund, Glass Alliance of Northern 
California:   visit www.glancinfo.org for details. 

 
 
 
  

http://www.mds-foundation.org/
http://www.glancinfo.org/
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Toronto Trip 2017 

[Carol Mapes] 

Our annual trip, this year to Toronto, was enjoyed by 20 
GLANC members.  Sandra Ainsley & her son, Daniel, 

accompanied us & served as Toronto tour guides along 
the way. They are both warm & friendly, & made us feel 

very welcome.  The city has many gracious, older 
neighborhoods, along with architecturally stunning new 

public buildings. 
 

 
 

Royal Ontario Museum 
 
The city is filled with young people from many cultures, 
which gives it a cosmopolitan air.  We visited several 
homes & condominiums, each different in its approach 
to glass collecting.  Some of the collectors chose their 
pieces with a love of the medium, while others chose 
pieces with the overall effect on the home decor in 
mind. We also had an opportunity to visit a corporate 
collection in downtown Toronto.  
 

 

 

   
 
Sandra's Gallery & condominium were the highlights of 
the tour.  The gallery is in a converted warehouse.  It is 
very large & painted black inside so that the highlighted 
pieces stood out beautifully. 
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Sandra's beautifully decorated condo is filled with 
art, particularly glass. 
 
We had an opportunity to visit museums, hear 
from a professor at Sheridan college, see Susan 
Rankin blow a glass piece, watch a flamework 
demo, & hear 2 Canadian glass artists, Irene Frolic 
& Donald Robertson, give a talk in the gallery.  
Sandra graciously hosted a brunch on the first day 
of the trip as well as a lovely buffet dinner for our 
last evening.  Both of these events were in the 
spacious gallery.  Not surprisingly, several of our 
members have wonderful new pieces added to 
their collections.  

 

 
 
 

Susan Rankin Demo 
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Maestro Artist Claire Kelly 
[Michael Kasperzak] 
 
GLANC hosted our Second Maestro Artist, Claire 
Kelly September 9 at Bullseye in Emeryville.  Claire 
kicked off the day in front of a good crowd with a 
demonstration of her technique at Alex Abajian's 
Studio.   

 

 
 
Claire has a distinctive, whimsical style and is 
currently focusing on themes of fanciful animals. 

   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
During the course of her demonstration and 
discussion, she described her education and entry 
into the glass arts and her long time work with 
Toots Zynsky.  If you did not get a chance to attend 
Claire’s artist talk, you can see her work at 
Montague Gallery in San Francisco. 
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Binh Pho 
 

Binh Pho, world-renowned artist and dreamer, 
passed away on August 23 of this year after a long 
battle with stomach cancer. 

He’s best known for his works in wood and glass.  
Often his pieces are layered with iconography from 
both his Asian heritage and the natural world.  He 
was inspired by myth, adventure, romance, and 
fairytales; his pieces take on the enchanted 
qualities of these themes.  Using bold color, mixed 
media with positive and negative landscapes, he 
created interwoven magical narratives that take 
the viewer to their own private dreamstate.   

 
 

Impermanence (cast glass, 2015) 

 

In his younger years in Vietnam, he spent a year in 
a reeducation camp for refusing to accept 
Communism. He eventual escaped after many 
challenges and followed his family to the U.S. He 
told part of his story in an interview for the PBS 
documentary, Last Days in Vietnam.   

 
 

Painting the Dream 

 

Published in 2006, River of Destiny: The Life and 
Work of Binh Pho, by Kevin Wallace, gives a 
complete story of his life from his idyllic childhood 
to his tumultuous journey to and in the U.S. In 
2013, Wallace and Pho collaborated as writer and 
illustrator of Shadow of the Turning, a fictional 
story that brings together elements of fine art and 
storytelling. 

Find his works at Habatat Gallery and Adam Blaue 
Gallery. 

http://www.adamblauegallery.com/binh-pho.htm 

http://www.habatatgalleries.com/artist/binh-pho/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adamblauegallery.com/binh-pho.htm
http://www.habatatgalleries.com/artist/binh-pho/
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Sylvia Chesson 
[Camille Hamilton] 
 

Spotlight: Sylvia Chesson, Emerging Glass Artist 
 

 
 

Recomposed 
 
I first met Sylvia Chesson as a customer at Bullseye 
Glass.  She was easy to remember because she 
often brought tasty gifts from her organic garden 
and she has an infectious positive attitude.  In the 
spring, she joined the GLANC board and is the new 
membership chair. I had the opportunity to talk to 
her about her work and creative practice.  
  
(CH) Give us a little introduction to your 
background?  
 
(SC) There are many artists and makers in my 
family so being creative was a natural part of my 
childhood and greatly supported by my family.  As 
often as possible I enrolled in art classes.  These 
mostly consisted of traditional drawing and 
painting techniques.  But my artistic ‘ah-ha’ 
moment came when at age fourteen I received a 
scholarship to attend summer art classes at the 
North Carolina School of the Arts.  That’s when I 
discovered the myriad art mediums and my mind 
started spinning. I began to explore as many art 
forms available to me and finished school with a 
college degree in studio arts.   Though I did need to 
support myself outside of art I continued to pursue 
my art whenever possible. 
 

Inspiration for my artworks often comes from my 
childhood experiences.  For many years, my family 
lived on a farm in the Blue Ridge Mountains.  Living 
in a place so isolated had me looking to nature for 
my daily interaction.  I took my siblings on 
‘explorations’ where we scrambled up huge granite 
outcroppings, dangled from high tree limbs and 
climbed to adjacent mountain tops for best 
sightings of where to trek next.  The sights, sounds 
and smells of everything growing and living around 
me were imbedded in my memory.  These 
memories often appear in my artwork today and 
lead me to communicate what I remember. 
 

 
 

Blue Muse Art Bowl 
 
(CH) How did you find glass art?  
 
(SC) I was searching for yet another art medium to 
explore when I ventured to take a fusing class at 
Stained Glass Garden in Berkeley.  Immediately I 
was intrigued with the possibilities of working this 
medium from solid state to fluid for creating.  Also I 
felt I could incorporate my drawing, painting and 
printing skills into this new medium. 
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Ritual Bowls 
 
(CH) What artists’ workshops have been most 
influential in your creative process? 
 
(SC) Artists who have influenced my current work 
are Catherine Newell, Martha Pfanschmidt, Miguel 
Unson, Miriam De Fiore and Kirstie Rea.  Most 
often it is not their use of specific materials and 
techniques which influence me.  Instead it’s their 
studio work ethics and innate ability to present 
what they perceive which has taught me more. 
 

 
 

Cosmos Art Bowl 

(CH) Who is your favorite artist? Do they influence 
your work? 

 
(SC) Looking at my library of art books Georgia 
O’Keefe has been with me for many decades.  And 
yes, her organic shapes with soft modeling 
definitely have influenced my powder glass works. 
 
(CH) What guides your artistic process?   
 
Often the technique I use will necessarily guide the 
process.   But I truly enjoy the moment when 
technique is underlayment and following my vision 
is unconstrained art-making.  Reaching this Zen 
state is best achieved by firing test pieces first! 
 

 
 

Transformations (Detail) 
 
(CH) What are you currently working on?  
 
(SC) I’m currently working on all the rocks I climbed 
as a child or put into my pockets to bring home!  
This manifests through casting glass frits and 
stringers into slabs which I cut into pieces and re-
fire into specific shapes…right now mostly bowl 
shapes.  My challenge is portraying the depth of 
colorations of this rock-like effect which hold 
striations and mixes transparency with opacity. 
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Aside from rocks I am also working on the softer 
side of nature by modeling with powdered glass 
onto panels.  My first series in this technique was 
the making of Ritual Bowls using hand torn stencils 
and sifting glass powder to shape the contours of 
these bowls.  The finished pieces are multi-panels 
hung in groupings. Another series of panels are 
made of stenciled shapes mimicking the worn 
peaks of the Blue Ridge Mountains and the 
contrasting Sierra peaks which are quite jagged.  
Each powder sifted layer is fired separately then 
stacked for a final firing into four layers arranged to 
make the finished panels appear to flow from one 
panel to the next…yet they don’t.  My most recent 
series is a metamorphosis of shapes changing from 
bowl contours to recomposed abstract pieces.  
These powder sifted panels have been fired, cut 
and re-powdered with glass then cast into the final 
panels. 
 
(CH) What's been the hardest part of becoming a 
working artist?  
 
(SC) Lack of enough time and space for creating is 
the most difficult.  It is quite the balancing act to 
grant myself these privileges so I can create at the 
pace my mind wants to produce!   
 

 
 

Transformations 
 
(CH) Any major catastrophic mistakes you're willing 
to share? Was there a silver lining?  
 
(SC) Catastrophe can best be described as failing to 
complete proper testing before pushing ahead on a 
project. This requirement is now indelibly stamped 
on my forehead! 

(CH) Where can we see your work?  
 
(SC) Greater Bay Area juried art shows and juried 
fine arts festivals.  Dates and locations of my 
upcoming shows and festivals are on my website 
sylviachesson.com.  My next show is the 31st 
Emeryville Annual Art Exhibit with opening 
reception October 6th and runs October 7-29.  Also 
I’m in the Alameda Art Association Gallery, 
Alameda and occasionally in the Stained Glass 
Garden, Berkeley. 

 
 
 
Member Appreciation Party 
[Camille Hamilton] 
 
In July, GLANC held its annual member 
appreciation event. This year the party was hosted 
by Tom and Kendra Kasten who opened their home 
and shared their dynamic collection with fellow 
members.  The tour through their recently 
remodeled home revealed that their collection 
informed their architectural choices with the result 
that both the house and collection are beautifully 
integrated.  A heartfelt Thank You to the Kastens 
for hosting such a wonderful party. 
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LINO EXHIBITION at MONTAGUE GALLERY 
 
[Dani Montague] 
 
 
Montague Gallery was thrilled and honored to celebrate 
our grand opening with Maestro Lino 
Tagliapietra.  Prima Vista, Lino’s first gallery exhibition 
in San Francisco, consisted of twenty-three spectacular 
one-of-a-kind pieces.  Lino celebrated with us at our July 
14thopening along with his wife Lina and grandson 
Jacopo Vecchaito, President of Lino Tagliapietra Inc.  We 
were so pleased to have many GLANC members join us 
as well.  If you haven't had the opportunity to stop by 
the gallery and view Lino's work, please visit us soon! 
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GLANC Artist Member News 
 
Congratulations to Cheryl Patrice Derricotte who 
received one of the inaugural CERF+ “Get Ready” grants 
for safety equipment for her new studio! 
 
Congratulations to Demetra Theofanous for being 
added to the permanent corporate collection of Skutt 
Kilns in Portland, OR! 
 
Mark Abildgaard in A Long Trip:  26 Years of Kiln Glass 
Sculpture by Mark Abildgaard at John Natsoulas Gallery, 
521 First Street Davis, CA ; (Nov. 1 – Nov. 25, with 
opening reception on Nov. 10 from 7-9pm) 
 
Sylvia Chesson and Siobahn Hughes in 31st Emeryville 
Annual Art Exhibit, 1475 66th St., EmeryTech, Emeryville, 
CA;  
(Oct. 7 - 29 from 11am-6pm daily; Opening reception 
Oct. 6, 6-9pm) 
 
Dean Bensen and Carolyn Wang participating in San 
Francisco Open Studios Exhibit and Sale, Yosemite Place, 
1777 Yosemite Ave., Studio #177 & #135, SF, CA 94124;  
(Oct. 28 & 29.  11am – 6pm); ample street parking 
 
Dean Bensen and Demetra Theofanous in the SITKA Art 
Invitational,  4033 SW Canyon Road, Portland, OR;  
(Nov. 4 & 5; Preview reception Friday Nov. 3.) 
 
Demetra Theofanous in “Making Your Mark” at the 
Bellevue Arts Museum;  510 Bellevue Way NE, Bellevue, 
WA; (Nov. 10, 2017 – April 2018) 
 
Demetra Theofanous in the Live Auction, Pilchuck’s 39th 
Annual Auction & Gala, Seattle, WA;  Oct. 21, 2017 
 
Tali Grinshpan, Camille Hamilton, Mary White in “Got 
Glass!! Convergence”, a juried show at Sebastopol 
Center for the Arts; 282 S. High Street, Sebastopol; 
(Oct. 27- Dec. 3, with opening reception Oct. 27) 
 
Kathleen Elliot in “Imaginary Botanicals” at the 
International Museum of Art & Science, 1900 Natoma 
Av., McAllen TX 78504 (May 20 – Sept. 10) 
  
Jaime Guerrero Solo Exhibition “Mano Made: New 
Expression in Craft”. Craft in America Center 8415 W 3rd 
St. Los Angeles, CA 90048, (323) 951-0610 Panel 
Discussion at the LA Central Public Library Oct. 22 
(August 26 – October 7) 
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Jaime Guerrero Solo Exhibition “Contemporary Relics: A 
Tribute to the Makers” at Skidmore Contemporary Art, 
2525 Michigan Ave. Santa Monica CA 90404 (310) 828-
5070, Opening Reception Sept. 16, 5-7pm, (September 
9 – October 28) 
 
Reiko F. Nojima in Engraved Glass Art; A group 
exhibition showcasing various engraved glass 
techniques; Gallery Nagatani, 1-20-1 Kichijoji Honcho, 
Tokyo, Japan;  (Sept 30 – Oct. 9) 

 
 
OTHER GLASS EVENTS  
 
Sebastopol Center for the Arts:  “Got Glass:  
Convergence”;  Gallery I & II; 282 S. High Street, 
Sebastopol; (Oct. 27- Dec. 3, with opening reception 
Oct. 27).  This exhibition includes 3 lectures: 
-Nov. 2 at 4pm “History of the Glass Movement” by 
Randy Strong 
-Nov. 4 at 3pm, Randy Strong and Mary White:  “Is 
there a Future for Glass Art?” 
-Dec. 2 at 3pm:  Therese Lahaie on “The Smell of 
Incense” Translation of Concept. 
 
For all upcoming GLANC activities, as well as our new 
event photo gallery, visit our website at 
www.glancinfo.org . 
 
 
Please visit these websites to stay up to date on glass 
events and exhibits both in the Bay Area, and around 
the country.  
  
•  Art Alliance for Contemporary Glass:       
    www.contempglass.org 
•  Bay Area Glass Institute: www.bagi.org 
•  Bullseye Gallery: www.bullseyegallery.com 
•  The Crucible: www.thecrucible.org  
•  Glass Art Society: www.glassinfo.org  
•  Habatat Galleries: www.habatat.com 
•  Montague Gallery:  www.montaguegallerysf.com 
•  Pilchuck Glass School: www.pilchuck.com 
•  Public Glass: www.publicglass.org 

•  Sculpturesite Gallery: www.sculpturesite.com 
 

http://www.glancinfo.org/
http://www.habatat.com/
http://www.publicglass.org/
http://www.sculpturesite.com/

