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Message from the President
There are always ups and downs in any industry,
and the past 5 years have been unusually difficult
for glass artists, glass galleries, and others in this
field. With the increased scrutiny on the
environment, a number of glass manufacturers
were forced to close down, and it seemed to spur a
downward momentum.

popcorn ready and tune in on July 12 for the
Premier in the U.S. !
And before I sign off I would also like to give a big
thank you to Tom Kasten for his years of service
and dedication to the GLANC Board, and welcome
Pat Elam as our Secretary!
Best,

With every dip, however, we can usually expect a
rise, and it looks like 2019 is giving us the upswing
we have been waiting for. New York Magazine
recently published an article outlining the new
interest in glass objects. It seems to follow a
resurgence in the interest in handmade pottery,
and states that “handblown is the new handthrown”. There is a new group of artists, that are
inspired by tradition and the studio glass
movement, and experimenting with glass in new
ways. It is pushing innovation in the field, and the
maker movement is also pushing interest in glass
design and functional objects. This all spells good
news for glass artists, galleries, institutions, and the
glass community as a whole. It is bringing this
medium back to the forefront, giving glass some
much needed visibility and attention.

Demetra Theofanous
President, Glass Alliance of Northern California

If you are a NETFLIX subscriber, you can see the
launch of the first reality show ever, featuring glass
artists competing for a grand prize, which includes
a residency at Corning. This will be instrumental in
bringing handblown glass to a worldwide audience,
and deepening their understanding of the art form.
Although there was initial concern in the
community regarding the way in which contestants
would be portrayed, those who have already seen
the series (which aired earlier this year in Canada),
say it is educational and positive. Get your

UPCOMING GLANC EVENTS!

Welcome New GLANC Members!
Janne & Bill Wissel
Kristin Zarelli
Bill & Kay Bates
Marci Jenkins
Ralph & Diana Davisson
Ethel and Eugene Daly
Ellen & Bob Ansel

** SAVE THE DATE **

July 21: Visit to the East Bay studios of LynneRachel Altman, Barbara Barnett, and Josh
Hershman!
Aug. 10: Visit to Santa Cruz to see Paul DeSomma
and Marsha Blaker DeSomma, Peter Vizzusi, and a
Sculpture Garden show featuring Cristy Aloysi and
Lea DeWit!
Sept. 15: John Kiley Maestro Event

because it has helped me discover a creative side
of me that I thought never existed. What I find
incredibly rewarding is, not just the extreme
physical aspect of glass, but how beautiful the final
product is. How such hard work can produce
something so beautiful and fragile.
I'll be attending the University of Westminster in
London and I plan to continue glassblowing in
studios around London, hopefully at London
Glassblowing! Thank you again for awarding this
scholarship, it's something I wear with a badge of
pride.

GLANC awards scholarships to graduating
high school seniors!
[Cherie Sopkin]
For the third year in a row, GLANC has awarded a
$500 scholarship each to two high school seniors
graduating from Palo Alto High School: Phoebe
Crabb and Alex Harrenstien. These students were
selected by the program’s teacher, Steve Ferrera,
for demonstrating teamwork, respect, hard work
and helping each other in the sculpture class as
well as their outstanding work in glass.

Kindest regards,
Phoebe Crabb

The PALY program is one of a small handful of high
school level programs in public schools around the
country and is a truly unique experience. At the
flame-working studio students create glass beads
and design jewelry, as well as explore glass casting.
The “hot shop” resides on the outdoor patio where
students practice the age-old art of glassblowing.
Throughout the year students are introduced to
various mediums, processes and methods of an
artist and craftsperson. The program’s goal is to
build the skill sets of an artist, and to invite them to
engage in projects that are both technically and
conceptually challenging. Art history, a review of
contemporary art, and art criticism are also
important aspects of the program.
The GLANC awards are important to the students
and also shine a light on the value of arts
education. The PALY students and staff – well as
the Fiery Arts Booster group – appreciate the
partnership with GLANC and its support of these
talented students.
This year’s recipients are Phoebe Crabb and Alex
Harrenstien.
For more information about the PALY program
visit: https://sites.google.com/site/palyglass/home

Phoebe Crabb – Scholarship recipient

Phoebe Crabb:

Alex Harrenstien

I simply want to say thank you to the entire fiery
arts program at Paly, and especially GLANC for
their recognition of my work. There are no words
that could express my gratitude. Glassblowing has
completely transformed my life for the better

The thing I like about glassblowing is that it’s
challenging. I love learning how to make new
pieces and improving upon them over time. I also
like how I’m able to make myself a bowl or cup and
be able to functionally use it. I’m very appreciative
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for GLANC’s recognizing my work at the glass
studio and awarding me this scholarship. As of
now, my current plans after Paly are to attend CU
Boulder for four years and acquire some type of
degree. While there isn’t a glass studio on campus,
there is one nearby in Denver that I plan to go to
and hopefully get to continue making art.
Thank you,
Alex Harrenstien

Steven Parcher Sculpture

Alex Harrenstien – Scholarship recipient

STUDIO VISITS: STEVE PARCHER, JUSTIN DAWN, &
DAVID RUTH
[Demetra Theofanous]

Justin Dawn Sculpture

Both artists create simple forms, that then go
through a big transformation, as they are heavily
cold-worked after the pieces are made. Coldworking involves grinding, cutting, sawing,
polishing and anything else that is done to the
piece, after it is blown and created in the hot shop.
Steve has a full cold-shop in his studio space, with
the many tools and pieces of equipment needed to
complete this part of the process – including some
rare stone polishing wheels, that are harder and
harder to find.

Our tour of artist studios in the East Bay began with
a visit to Steve Parcher’s studio. Justin Dawn
worked as his assistant for many years, before
recently moving to Texas, so we had the chance to
see Justin’s work and meet him as well. You can
see the similarities in their work, from working
together for so long, but as we heard them talk, it
was easy to see where their work diverged.
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While Justin cold-works his pieces to a fine polish,
so they appear shiny, Steven cold-works his pieces
and then etches them, so they have a satin finish.
Justin’s curiosity with glass focuses on the optical
qualities and sharp edges. He is very precision
oriented in his work, and likes to achieve clean
lines and sharp edges, that are accentuated
through the use of transparent glass.
Steve’s work also uses transparent glass, but
utilizes coldworking to create imagery evocative of
his time living in Hawaii. From female forms to
ocean waves, we can see the way his time there
informs his work, through the detailed images he
creates on the surface of the glass.

Light bulb production

Arlene Garfinkle, Mike Kasperzak and Justin Dawn

These artists also spend a tremendous amount of
time doing production work such as lighting, for
the hospitality industry, and creating wine bottles
for limited edition wine releases.

Wine Bottle Production

Their stories were so interesting and unusual, we
could have easily spent another hour there
listening to their many challenges and projects.
Thank you Steve and Justin for such an informative
and delightful visit!
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We then went to David Ruth’s studio, which is a
huge space and perfect to accommodate his large
scale work.

We took a peek inside his enormous kiln, which
had a number of molten pieces inside, that were
going through a kiln cycle (the process of melting
and annealing the glass). He also showed us
photos of a two-story high glass commission he is
doing for a house in Vail! The annealing cycle takes
9-10 days for these pieces, and he used over
10,000 pounds of glass!

David Ruth Sculpture
He took us through his process, some of which
utilizes eyeglass lenses, to melt down and use in his
glass. His recent inspiration comes from the
Colorado River and the rock formations he then
translates into glass.

David Ruth
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The scale of the piece was really incredulous, as
was his explanation of how these panels were
going to be installed in the home. We were really
lucky to have such a hands-on visit with David, and
appreciate him taking us through his artistic
process!

A VISIT TO JANNE WISSEL’S COLLECTION
[Demetra Theofanous]
GLANC had the wonderful opportunity to visit the
incredible collection of Janne & Bill Wissel, in Los
Gatos. Every room in their home offered a visual
bounty of glass art, crossing the globe.

Arlene Garfinkle and her sister Ardith Marguleas

Janne had thoughtfully placed name tags by each
piece, so the group could readily identify each
piece. There were some artists that were readily
identifiable, like stand out pieces from Dale
Chihuly, Richard Royal, Peter Bremers, and Raven
Skyriver.
Member Kristin Zarelli looking at a David Ruth piece

Toots Zinsky

David Ruth and Arlene Garfinkle
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truly appreciated the tour of your amazing glass
collection!

Karen LaMonte

There were also a lot of artists, particularly from
outside the U.S., that were really exceptional and
less known to our group.

Sylvia Chesson and Kristin Zarelli

Peter Bremers
Sylvia Chesson and Arlene Garfinkle

It was really educational to see such a broad
representation of work, and to learn about the
details and process of each piece. Thank you,
Janne and Bill, for opening your home to us! We
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Cheryl Derricotte was selected to receive a San
Francisco Individual Artist Commission! This grant
award will allow her to create a new body of work
based on a historic bank handbook and present a
public program about the art project at the
California Historical Society in 2020.
Cheryl Derricotte's work is now on view (and
available) through the SFMOMA Artists Gallery; San
Francisco, CA
Linda Gass has a solo exhibition, “And Then This
Happened”, at the Museum of Craft + Design; Dec.
19, 2019 – May 3, 2020; San Francisco, CA

Dean Bensen, Mary White, Arlene Garfinkle, Demetra
Theofanous, Narvelle Handy, Eileen McDavid, Janne
Wissel

Tali Grinshpan has a solo exhibition at the Bullseye
Resource Center in Emeryville, CA; “Longing for the
(Home)Land”; Opening reception Aug. 18, 3-5pm;
Exhibition runs July 30-Nov. 16, 2019.
Marvin Lipofsky has work on view at the San
Francisco Airport Museums.
Demetra Theofanous is in “PIVOT” - a group
exhibition at the Imagine Museum; Opening
reception July 11, 5-8pm; Exhibition runs July 11 –
Dec, 22, 2019; St. Petersburg, FL

GLANC ARTIST MEMBER NEWS

Demetra Theofanous is in “A New Leaf” - a group
exhibition at Momentum Gallery; Opening
reception Sept. 12; Exhibition runs Sept. 12 –
Nov.9, 2019; Asheville, NC

Mark Abildgaard is a finalist for inclusion in the
International Exhibition of Glass Kanazawa;
Kanazawa, Japan

Demetra Theofanous is in “A Dialogue with
Nature”, a group exhibition at the Museum of
Botany and Art in Sarasota, FL

Dean Bensen is in “PIVOT” - a group exhibition at
the Imagine Museum; Opening reception July 11,
5-8pm; Exhibition runs July 11 – Dec, 22, 2019; St.
Petersburg, FL

OTHER HAPPENINGS

Dean Bensen is in “A New Leaf” - a group
exhibition at Momentum Gallery; Opening
reception Sept. 12; Exhibition runs Sept. 12 –
Nov.9, 2019; Asheville, NC

May 12- January 5, 2020: “New Glass Now, a
global survey of works by 100 artists of 32
nationalities made in the last 3 years; Corning
Museum of Glass

John Bell, Mary White, Dean Bensen, Patrick Fleming
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“Blown Away”, a reality TV show featuring glass
artists, in appearing on NETFLIX starting July 12.
Montague Gallery: Lino Tagliapietra Exhibition
opening in August – details coming soon!

OTHER RESOURCES
Please visit these websites to stay up to date on
glass events and exhibits both in the Bay Area, and
around the country.
• Art Alliance for Contemporary Glass:
www.contempglass.org
• Bay Area Glass Institute: www.bagi.org
• Bullseye Gallery:
www.bullseyegallery.com
• The Crucible: www.thecrucible.org
• Glass Art Society: www.glassinfo.org
• Habatat Galleries: www.habatat.com
• Montague Gallery:
www.montaguegallerysf.com
• Pilchuck Glass School: www.pilchuck.com
• Public Glass: www.publicglass.org
** A reminder to all GLANC Member Artists.
Submit your artist news by the end of Dec., March,
June, and Sept. to have it included in the quarterly
newsletter! All submissions should be directed to
glncweebler@gmail.com . Your submission needs
to include: title of exhibit, name of venue, dates,
date of opening reception, and location. Please
make sure submissions are complete or they will
not be included.

GLANC Newsletter Staff:
Editor: Demetra Theofanous, Formatting: Mark
Murai
Contributors to this Issue:
Demetra Theofanous, Cherie Sopkin
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