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Message from the President
2018 was an exciting year for us, and we
wouldn’t be able to provide the
programming and scholarships that we do,
without your support – thank you!
Our Maestro Program continues to grow,
with our sponsorships last year of artists
April Surgent, Ethan Stern and Joanna
Manousis. We are planning an exciting
2019, and look forward to continuing a
program that encourages dialogue,
education, and community.

addition to viewing the Kaplan/Ostergaard
collection, and will see works by Karen
Lamonte, Ginny Ruffner, Nicholas Africano,
and much more. We look forward to sharing
photos with you when they return.
2019 is off to a great start, and we are
looking forward to another year full of all
things glass! Thank you for all of your
support through the years. Your generosity
and enthusiasm allows us to continue to
thrive, and keep the glass arts vibrant and
alive in our community!
Best,

We are also lining up our 2019 Day Tour
events, which will kick off with a visit to
Bullseye Glass on Feb.2. GLANC artist
member Mark Abildgaard will be giving an
artist talk, and has made some beautiful
work to show our group, which will also be
available for sale. This will be combined with
a viewing of an exhibition called EMERGE,
that highlights innovative and diverse
techniques in kiln forming, from artists
around the world. It will be a full and
exciting day of glass!
Our sold out trip to Palm Springs is coming
up in February, and our tour chair Carol
Mapes has done an amazing job putting
together an extraordinary tour for our
members! The group will be attending a
special exhibition at Austin Art Projects in
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Welcome New GLANC Members!
Welcome new member: Clare Sereda
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the boyscouts and it was evident then and
later that he enjoyed travel and cultural
experiences. As an undergraduate Marvin
studied Industrial design, but he was
disappointed when he learned that one of
the best students in the year ahead of him
had gone on to design knobs for radios. This
would not do for Marvin-he wanted
something different. His professor at the
time suggested he apply to a sculpture
program at the University of Wisconsin in
Madison. There Marvin connected with
Harvey Littleton who had opened a glass
studio and was the founding father of the
studio glass movement. Marvin was
fascinated by glass and it was here that he
discovered his medium of choice.

UPCOMING GLANC EVENTS!
Feb. 2 : GLANC Event at Bullseye Glass in
Emeryville - Artist talk and new work by
Mark Abildgaard and EMERGE exhibit !
Details regarding time and location will be
in our email flyer!

Through the Archives – Marvin
Lipofsky
[Vivien Hart]
This was the first visit to Marvin Lipofsky's
studio since his death on January 15th
2016. Jeannette, a digital artist, who helped
Marvin with organizing his artwork starting
in 2004, shared with us some history of his
life and work.

Littleton was later offered two teaching
positions but wanted to remain in Madison.
He gave one of his job offers to Marvin who
accepted and took a position as a professor
in the Department of Design at the
University of Berkeley,CA. Marvin who was
new to glass and had originally gotten his
start in ceramics, found himself sourcing
glass and building glass furnaces to develop
a robust glass program at the University of
California.
He felt one of the benefits of teaching glass
at the University was that he was inspired
by the variety of students that came
through his glass classes.
The students came from a broad range of
disciplines, which brought innovation and
inspiration to the program.

Marvin while someone who did not care for
math or writing, excelled in art. From an
early age, he sculpted things by hand out of
a variety of materials. Jeannette had
gathered a collection of pieces he had made
as a boy scout in his early years growing up
in Barrrington, Illinois. He traveled a lot with
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1997 tool

Marvin was a serious artist who took his
work seriously. He was very much an artist
focused on process and he responded to
glass as it unfolded before him. He did not
attempt to tightly control things. He did not
like the shininess of glass and often
sandblasted it to give it a matte finish.
Many people observed that his work
reminded them of internal and external
organs of the body.

A piece of history

In 1968, Marvin started the Great American
Glass Symposium where he invited glass
artists from around the world to visit and
teach. Later in 1972 when the Department
of Design program ended at UC Berkeley
Marvin began to work fulltime at the
California College of the Arts.

As the talk drew to an end one person
asked what Marvin would have wanted
most and Jeannette replied that he would
have liked to have lived forever. My
impression was that he was an artist who
offered the glass world a lot in his time
here, but he felt he had a lot more to give. I
imagine he may have appreciated his life
and work living on in the studio visit we had
this week.

As Marvin matured as an artist he often
traveled abroad to teach and be influenced
by artists from other countries. He made
wooden tools that he used to manipulate
the glass with and these implements would
be brought back and engraved with the
name of the country, from which they
came.
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A view of Marvin’s cold shop

Oben Abright Studio Visit
[Demetra Theofanous]
In October we had the chance to visit the
studio of acclaimed artist Oben Abright.
GLANC Member, Pat Elam, at Marvin’s studio

His unique approach to sculpting figures in
clay, and transforming that through various
steps into a final cast piece, is incredibly
inspiring. He had finished works available
for our group to view and purchase as well

Jeanette Bokhour with John Bell
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as a number of pieces that were in
progress.

Oben sharing his process with GLANC members

This allowed us to get a better
understanding of his complex process, and
the many stages each piece has to go
through, before getting to the final result.
A woman figure, sitting on a chair with an
ipad in her hands, was a
particularly evocative piece. This combined
bronze, glass, and found materials. He has
also been working on some new bas relief
sculptures, which so beautifully transmit
light through the translucent color.

Oben with bronze and glass Ipad girl

Members Greg Tomb and Dean Bensen viewing a clay
figure sculpted by Oben, and the bronze version.
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He spent a great deal of time with our
group, and we really appreciate his
willingness to share with and educate our
members. Thank you Oben, for a wonderful
tour!

GLANC Artist Member News
Mark Abildgaard will be giving a special
presentation and exhibiting new works to
the GLANC group at Bullseye Glass, on Feb.
2; 4514 Hollis St., Emeryville, CA, 94608.
Dean Bensen had 2 works added to the
Jordan Schnitzer Family Foundation which
founded 3 Museums in the Pacific
Northwest, and has art exhibited at over
150 Museums.
Dean Bensen, Latchezar Boyadjiev, Tali
Grinshpan, John Lewis, Marvin Lipofsky,
Demetra Theofanous, Mary White and
more will be participating in “Survey Bay
Area”, a group exhibition at Montague
Gallery. The exhibit runs from March 1 April 13 at 445A Sutter St., San Francisco,
CA
( www.montaguegallerysf.com )

GLANC President Demetra Theofanous with artist Oben
Abright and sculpture in progress

Latchezar Boyadjiev will be exhibiting at
Glass Coast Weekend, Jan. 24-27, in St.
Petersburg & Sarasota Florida.
Cheryl Derricotte will be participating in a
group exhibition at the Euphrate Museum
of Art, at De Anza College. 21250 Stevens
Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA, 95014.
( www.deanza.edu/euphrat )
Reiko F. Nojima completed a residency at
Fritz Dreisbach’s studio in Washington,
learning new engraving techniques
Demetra Theofanous had 2 works added to
the Jordan Schnitzer Family Foundation
which founded 3 Museums in the Pacific

GLANC member Reiko F. Nojima with a new bas relief
work by Oben Abright
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Northwest and has art exhibited at over 150
Museums.

present day”; Flint Institute of Arts;
Michigan

Gregory Tomb will be exhibiting and doing
demonstrations at the Arizona Fine Art Expo
from Jan. 10 - March 25.
( www.arizonafineartexpo.com )

OTHER RESOURCES

OTHER HAPPENINGS

• Art Alliance for Contemporary Glass:
www.contempglass.org
• Bay Area Glass Institute: www.bagi.org
• Bullseye Gallery:
www.bullseyegallery.com
• The Crucible: www.thecrucible.org
• Glass Art Society: www.glassinfo.org
• Habatat Galleries: www.habatat.com
• Montague Gallery:
www.montaguegallerysf.com
• Pilchuck Glass School: www.pilchuck.com
• Public Glass: www.publicglass.org

Please visit these websites to stay up to
date on glass events and exhibits both in
the Bay Area, and around the country.

January 16-20, 2019: Art Palm Beach
March 1 – April 13: Montague Gallery in
San Francisco: “Survey Bay Area”; a Group
Exhibition including key contributors to the
San Francisco Bay Area Glass Movement;
San Francisco, CA.
March 27: Glass Art Society Conference,
Day of Glass, St. Petersburg, FL.
March 28-30: Glass Art Society Conference,
St. Petersburg, FL

** A reminder to all GLANC Member
Artists. Submit your artist news by the
end of Dec., March, June, and Sept. to
have it included in the quarterly
newsletter! All submissions should be
directed to glancinfo@comcast.net .

Through Feb. 24: Daniel Clayman: “Shift”;
Fort Wayne Museum of Art, Indiana
Through April 14: “BAM Biennial 2018:
BAM! Glasstastic”; Bellevue Art Museum;
Bellevue, Washington
April 29-May 4: Team Chihuly’s Jazz Fest
Musical Extravaganza; New Orleans School
of Glassworks and Printmaking Studio; New
Orleans, Louisiana
Through May 29: “Small Worlds:
Paperweights from the 19th Century to the
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